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for sins, but only for breaches of discipline. None had
known of the adoration of a cat, and only a dozen had seen
or heard anything of the worship of a head. The search for
an idol which had been made in the Temple of Paris after
the evidence of William d'Arteblay led to the discovery of a
head marked " Capud LVHI ". It was the head of a
woman in silver gilt, swathed in silks. The head appears to
have been a religious relic and was at any rate not an idol.
After hearing the last of the witnesses, the papal com-
missioners sat until June 5th to consider the evidence.   The
Council of Vienne had been postponed by the Pope for a year
until October ist, 1311, and the commissioners had only a
few months to prepare their report.   They had based their
investigation largely upon depositions extracted by torture,
bribes and threats, but on the whole the commission had con-
ducted its work with great  fairness.    The enquiry had,
however, become impossible when the provincial councils of
France opened their trials of individual Templars.   There
were two distinct phases in the papal investigation:  the first,
from September, 1309, to May, 3310, when seven hundred
Templars, with their representatives to assist them, were
eager to defend the Order; the second phase lasted from
November, 1310, till June, 1311, and during it the brethren
had no representatives and hardly a single Templar dared to
contest the charges.   Before the second phase began, rao
Templars in Paris had been taken to the stake, and most
of the other defenders had cast off their mantles, shaved
off their beards, and described themselves as reconciled sons
of the Church and no longer connected with the Temple,
Philip the Fair had triumphed over the Templars in France
by the use of the stake and turned the papal investigation
into a mockery. Now the scene shifts to Vienne, where
Philip was to dictate the final act of the tragedy.

